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Abstract

Legal disputes in rural areas remain a persistent challenge within judicial systems worldwide. The growing
diversity and volume of such cases are unmistakable, making their systematic investigation and elucidation an
undeniable necessity. This study, therefore, sought to examine and analyze the geographical determinants
underlying legal disputes in the rural settlements of Boldaji District. Its primary objective was to identify the key
contributing factors and associated challenges. Employing a content analysis approach, the research drew on
qualitative data collected through targeted interviews with 66 villagers, who had referred to courts or judicial
authorities or had active cases over the past decade. The findings revealed that the causes of litigation could be
categorized into 3 overarching themes: ownership-related issues (including land and property disputes, water
rights and resource conflicts, and disagreements over natural resources, pastures, and rangelands), family and
cultural factors (encompassing domestic conflicts and ethnic tensions), and civil and economic disputes
(covering accidents, theft, commercial and contractual matters, tourism-related issues, and institutional
conflicts). Moreover, the thematic diversity underlying rural lawsuits significantly contributed to the
proliferation and complexity of case types, accounting for approximately 91% of the observed variance.
Geographically, the results indicated notable differences across the studied rural settlements in terms of both the
underlying factors and the mechanisms for dispute resolution. In light of these findings, the study underscores
the urgent need to establish and reinforce local judicial infrastructures. The insights provided herein can serve as
a valuable foundation for policymakers and researchers aiming to reduce litigation and facilitate more effective
dispute resolution in rural contexts.
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Introduction

Human beings are inherently social creatures and their coexistence with others serves as a driving force for
societal growth and advancement across multiple dimensions. Nevertheless, interaction also gives rise to
conflict, which in turn may culminate in disputes and legal proceedings. Throughout history, litigation has been
an enduring facet of human society. In this context, the characteristics of the geographical environment and
spatial setting play a pivotal role as the prevalence and nature of disputes tend to vary considerably across
different regions. Although rural areas are commonly perceived as havens of security and tranquility, the
incidence of legal disputes in such settings can, at times, be disproportionately high, entailing substantial social
and economic costs. It is against this backdrop that the present study sought to investigate the factors underlying
lawsuits in rural areas with a particular focus on their geographical dimensions. More specifically, this research
aimed to provide a comprehensive explanatory analysis of this phenomenon within Boldaji District.

Materials & Methods

This study was applied in nature and employed a descriptive-analytical, survey-based methodology. With the
objective of geographically analyzing legal disputes in rural areas and identifying the underlying factors
influencing them, a combined approach incorporating both library and field methods was adopted. In the first
phase (library method), relevant theoretical foundations and existing literature were systematically reviewed.
This enabled the development of a conceptual framework for the research and facilitated the identification of
principal themes pertinent to the focus of the study. In the second phase, primary data were collected through
fieldwork utilizing a combination of questionnaires and semi-structured interviews. At this stage, a survey was
administered to 66 villagers selected from specific rural settlements. The sampling procedure was non-random,
employing a purposive sampling strategy. Accordingly, the overall research design integrated both quantitative
and qualitative dimensions. The primary data collection instrument was a researcher-developed questionnaire.
Following data gathering, the obtained information was subjected to qualitative content analysis, employing
thematic analysis techniques to discern patterns and underlying meanings. The geographical scope of the study
encompassed Boldaji District—specifically the villages of Emamzadeh Hamzeh-e Ali and Choghakhor—Ilocated
within Borujen Township in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province.

Research Findings
The findings were organized around 3 principal themes, each encompassing a set of related subcategories.

Main Theme One: Ownership and Resource Management

1. Land and real estate ownership disputes — These constituted one of the most frequent grounds for referral
to judicial authorities and the filing of lawsuits.

2. Disputes over land rights and water resources — Conflicts concerning the division of land and associated
usage rights were notably pervasive.

3. Natural resources, pastures, and rangelands — Prominent issues included disagreements arising from the
Natural Resources Department's alleged neglect of villagers' cultivation records, escalating rural poverty and the
pressing need to expand rain-fed agricultural areas.

Main Theme Two: Family and Cultural Factors

1. Family disputes — Common causes for judicial referral included inheritance division conflicts, marital
disagreements, divorce proceedings, and custody-related matters.

2. Ethnic and customary tensions — Although ethnic diversity in the region was limited, disputes had
nonetheless emerged due to local customs, kinship obligations, migratory patterns, and other culturally rooted
dynamics, all of which had at times culminated in legal action.

Main Theme Three: Civil and Economic Conflicts

1. Accidents, incidents, and theft — Certain cases of physical harm or property damage, alongside a
noticeable rise in theft, had resulted in legal proceedings.

2. Commercial and contractual matters — Owing to limited legal and commercial awareness among
villagers, disputes frequently arose over business transactions and contractual agreements, necessitating judicial
intervention.
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3. Tourism-related issues — Given that the study area served as a hub for tourism, a number of lawsuits had
involved conflicts between locals and tourists.

4. Institutional grievances — In several instances, dissatisfaction with the performance of village-related
institutions had prompted residents to seek recourse through judicial channels.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The findings revealed that, of the 66 respondents, 18% were female and 82% male. Regarding marital status,
75.75% were married. In terms of educational attainment, 12.1% were illiterate, 63.6% had completed education
ranging from primary level up to a diploma, and 24.3% held university degrees. With respect to occupational
background, 30.3% were engaged in farming and horticulture. Notably, all participants (100%) had visited
judicial centers at least once. While 81.2% expressed satisfaction with the electronic processing of judicial
procedures and the associated transparency, only 21.2% were satisfied with the duration of case proceedings,
from initiation to resolution. Furthermore, 91% of respondents reported a significant increase in the number of
lawsuits in their villages compared to previous decades.

From a geographical perspective, the analysis indicated that, although socio-economic factors served as
primary drivers of litigation, the environmental and geographical context fundamentally shaped the framework
and substance of these disputes. Rural legal conflicts were cyclically influenced by climatic and seasonal
variations. Scarce and vitally important resources concentrated in topographically challenging areas were
particularly prone to generating protracted conflicts. Additionally, access to formal institutions, openness to new
regulatory frameworks, physical boundaries, and spatial distribution of resources collectively exerted a strong
influence on both the volume and nature of judicial appeals. In essence, geography does not merely constitute the
backdrop against which disputes occur; rather, it actively determines the quantity and quality of resources over
which conflicts arise, thereby playing a decisive role in shaping litigation patterns in rural settings.
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1. Thematic Analysis
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Figure 2: Geographical location map of the study area (Buldagi Distric)
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Table 1: Frequency and percentage distribution, demographic characteristics of the study sample
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Table 2: Main and sub-themes and indicators of causes of lawsuits
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