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Abstract

When implementing urban plans, it is crucial to consider socio-cultural dimensions alongside
physical aspects. While restoration and enhancement of historical contexts often prioritize physical
intervention, social and cultural aspects are sometimes overlooked. Research indicates that prior to any
physical intervention, it is essential to address and evaluate social and cultural dimensions. Therefore,
this research aimed to explore the cultural-social and historical contexts of Baba Qasim and propose a
series of social intervention measures in the neighborhoods of Shahshan, Dardasht, and Sanbulistan.
The research methodology employed in this study was descriptive-analytical, utilizing both library and
field methods for data collection. Furthermore, in line with the research approach, endeavors were
made to conduct people-centered and participatory planning through the use of questionnaires and
interviews. The statistical population comprised the residents of the neighborhoods of Shahshan,
Dardasht, and Sanbulistan in Isfahan Region 3. To determine the statistical sample, Cochran’s formula
was utilized, resulting in the selection and study of 320 residents of Babaghasem Neighborhood.
Additionally, interviews were conducted with 100 residents and key figures from Shahshan, Dardasht,
and Sanbalistan neighborhoods. Data analysis in this research was conducted in two distinct stages.
Initially, the SPSS version 24 software was employed to analyze the collected information.
Subsequently, the content analysis method was utilized to extract, interpret, and systematically report
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the concepts and themes present in the data. The results revealed a significant positive correlation
between the residents' sense of belonging to their living environment, social trust, social cohesion
among residents, level of participation, and residents' willingness to engage in renovation efforts.
Consequently, as these indicators increased, there was a greater inclination towards renovation and a
reduction in deterioration. Therefore, it was concluded that by bolstering social capital in the
neighborhood of Baba Qasim, further degradation of this valuable neighborhood of the city could be
averted.
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Introduction

The historic cores of the country's cities, which embody the history, identity, and authenticity of the
city, encompass the old neighborhoods that have, in recent times, experienced significant
transformations. If the current trajectory persists, these neighborhoods risk losing their original
character and charm. Despite their historical significance, these areas possess all the essential elements
for vibrant community life, including social connections, physical identity, and economic self-
sufficiency. However, tapping into these potentials for redevelopment requires a comprehensive
perspective. Consequently, cities must undergo transformation for various compelling reasons. For
many years, intervention, rejuvenation, and revitalization of ancient and historical urban contexts have
been fundamental concerns within the planning systems of countries with rich urban histories. The
urban regeneration approach has emerged as one of the most recent and widely accepted methods for
addressing deteriorating urban structures.

Materials & Methods

This study aligned with the socio-cultural exploration of the historical context of Baba Qasim by
identifying pertinent indicators and examining them. As such, the research was of an applied and
descriptive-analytical nature in terms of its approach and methodology. To conduct the research, initial
information regarding the subject and the region was gathered from books, documents, and statistics.
Subsequently, the necessary data were obtained through field studies, encompassing interviews,
questionnaires, and individual household characteristics. Data analysis in this study was carried out in
two distinct stages. Initially, the SPSS version 24 software was utilized to analyze the collected
information. Following this, the identified factors were assessed using content analysis.

Research Findings

This section commenced with the presentation of the research results and descriptive findings,
outlining the respondents’ profiles and citizens' opinions on the closed questions of the questionnaire
followed by a summary of the open questions and interviews. The statistical analysis revealed a
significant and robust relationship between the residents' sense of belonging, social trust, social
cohesion, and participation with their inclination towards renovation. Furthermore, it was established
that a higher level of belonging, social trust, social connection, and participation among neighborhood
residents correlated with a heightened desire for renovation and a reduction in wear and tear within the
study area. The collected interviews indicated that the residents of Baba Qasim Neighborhood aspired
to enhance the neighborhood across the four physical, social, economic, and environmental
dimensions.
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Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The approach to revitalizing deteriorating urban areas requires a substantial reevaluation.
Historically, prevailing approaches have been predominantly focused on physical aspects, whereas
global trends advocate for comprehensive strategies with greater emphasis on non-physical elements.
An approach rooted in understanding the historically established harmony between the city and its
inhabitants, striving to achieve its objectives with minimal direct physical intervention and limited
alterations, is imperative. Consequently, revitalizing these areas cannot be accomplished solely
through physical interventions, social programs, or residents’ financial and non-financial assets. The
envisioned solutions to address this issue can be categorized into three primary strategies: firstly,
eliminating physical signs of deterioration in the hope of slowing down the process; secondly,
addressing the economic and social origins of deterioration through targeted interventions; and thirdly,
preventing the deterioration of at-risk areas. It is worth noting that historical interventions in
deteriorating areas have predominantly focused on physical aspects, yielding limited success in
revitalizing these areas through structural changes. Furthermore, insufficient resources have been
allocated to this issue and urban organizations have primarily relied on self-governing methods to
initiate renovation efforts.
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Figure 1: The study area

4| [
(Ve

Jdos g 2 5 gl glaadl
b ot slal Olawasie ;5 Goee slaalas (bl so b il elorb S b dadlas
£33 o ST Ll L5 ol Shassy 5l (o Ghilen S (slaesls g pa il e 53 e e B
O 31 day 5 ) 0L Sl wlasiie B 53 rass oy glaasl 5 ol Sisu ool gl o3 Jb- ol L
g oy g Wiy Sl LIB 3 Ol g el sl Ole ] 53 5 Gl balas 5 5L gladise



av Slins deam Pl U a slapll 45 gasme 151 5 el S ,U 3L oot (Kot b )

) i 0L sSsaly ple 5 JLa Y0 5 sl 3 Ao 53 1870 tiseas 350 Lo ;3 04/) 5 03 0L sSoenly 51 o3 £4/4
YO LA o as bg e 50 Slsl 3 o eS8 s YWY do s L0 B0 b by e Slsl 8 s 6 ls L Y0
g A )3 ¥/0 el g oy o3 818 Ll Gl OT 51y 5 b 0 b e SV S35 o i
Aoy AV ‘V.Lﬁséj.é BWRENTA ‘V'L'vi° Loy YE ( glealy Ao ps WY« plal Aoy YY) (o2l 9 Ol
LSl (6959 et Aoy VT 5 1Sy ds s Y70 (Ll B 58 Loy 0/Y (sl

o3 VA S do VA ey /1 (S 5 oy e, OLSL Sl ds s AO/Y s slaasly s b
OLS O el s do s Yo/ O Ao s /0 ¢ JoLe do s £V/F (piman s Sl Ao s A/E 5 o ye
A Sl Ao s YA/E 5 faes do 3 YA

osmr Ao 3V 5 aills o )3 Vi3 e 563 S5 2 ls35l S 58 Ao ss VT Jalie Ol Sl 51 s ps VAA
Ot U5 oy O/ oyl 5 s don VE/Y o (Ko 0L sSKonasly 31 do s WY 5 S foes Camd s . izus
Lrea 3ylee sl A3 /0

S Ao 3 YA 5l gie Aoy OY/8 coul slazr - (golasl dib 5l do s £0/4 0L Snul i & e 5L
Aea elasboslasl YLzl

SH5 sl Al S s (e
Ao n W/ epl sl L o Sw e dio s T e g does (pl W 2o Ao 3 YV/A O Jodr 4 a2 5L,
oo ol CUKl 4y pw s [ Ao s £/8 5 Conlie Cod e Ao 3 YV S e 0 05 0 SKn 5 o
Sl Joee ol sl s Olsmsa alowe 055l dile (6 505 slacde . Liles S Sl o S sl 1
sl odd S3Y Jsdr 55 ple Olgie b oS Slol5 Olse b BYs ol fen & sl o Ol e S
- Sl dowe Sl s 1) g
Table 1: The reason for choosing the neighborhood to live
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Table 2: The relationship between the social and cultural indicators of worn-out fabric and the desire
for renovation
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Table 3: The relationship between the social and cultural indicators of the worn fabric under study
and the cooperation and participation of the people
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Table 4: The expectations of the residents of the neighborhood in the direction of improvement and
renovation
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Table 5: Physical issues and problems
S MKz 5 filws

5 30 glale s (Ss e b aniys 5 oL 5w e glalad (G115 cib (Sadls, -
o laobet b GUledS 5 2 —
flaas S 03 o 005
(Sl laeSs 5 6o son okl sy -
thn s Jilas 5 BB e slab 550 -
(6t Gl sl 4 Sl o gee Dl slags )8 S|l ~
b 2l Slaly (55 AT D e 5 e e S0 b e S -
el 550 53 (Sa g b Rl B s i A5l Rl Ot e AL 5 il
il g goleme gla S35 b 0Seal 5 il slagglas 5 g3lasl L3 pslt —
B Al 5 Bl 5 6,106 4 0L il s -
scqa_JdLALAA}g}LAM)Slf)AQLAbngmUAI -
b lagmas 5 baary S ooy Jdoas el 5 Jaal a8 -
A 5 s 5k Sl et nnel SO 35S -
2l 5o (S5 el CakS 5 2 5 )l il -

(Siles s Sl 4 S
(63 ,Shes 5 S gla SLosb gz plabs - ey gdoes

b Bl S 5 b s Sy e 5 Sl RN -

s 5 il slaly 53 Y Slaz b sl s S Ok 5 4S5 e lalidd S eslinad - (@) Ul
(SIS Lo 35 -

S8 sl ol -

(S s sl - IEI

el Gla 8 5 3l s 5 Sl Sl T3l 53 g 50 S Joil 16 S e e -

el o 5 Sl oo 58 -

A s (S Slbag

(b SBL e o

b Sl S 5 b s S e 5 el RN -

o.l.'\.w.i}.r C.w



Ve Slins deam Pl U a slapll 45 gasme 151 5 el S ,U 3L oot (Kot b )

db)gl.aﬁ Mo K) le..wo

il g s 0 o sl 1) S laales oy e Ol o Sl 5,55, SO L o 5 by cxla L
3o Sl S 5 Mg, o i S (Silwam LSS AT 3 1 (e e STl ol s dS lul
S A laad>s 058 )j_bd\_g 99 Lshj.gj: L;E.?u—g;.w.“:) 9 gslasl céﬂé—é.@ls ‘u_<..bf9 ‘u.ol.a.b.-‘ CL))‘
ad 3 e Sl 4 s JSE L o8 4 e e polie b WS 5 US55 6oL e sete el
S pde 5, Shas cpl sl coul (6 s 5 glaks Sl ann g a0 olaas 5 Ol 68 0By ialsl s ladis
s gdoe (65 Shae OAISCw 5 Blewe T sl 53 ol S )b glacidl s w5 ogr Sla, 55U Sl (6 el
Wl ol WL ()b 3L 4 b e Sl 5 i (o 8) SIS

6o Shes WU 5 il N J g
Table 6: Functional issues and problems
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Table 7: Access network issues and problems
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Table 8: Social issues and problems
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Table 9: Economic issues and problems
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Table 10: Strengths, weaknesses, threats, and opportunities in the field of worn tissue
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Table 11: Solutions to physical issues and problems
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Table 12: Solutions to functional issues and problems
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Table 13: Solution of access network issues and problems
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Table 14: Solutions to social issues and problems
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