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Abstract:

Local community interaction is an inseparable aspect of social and economic regeneration
programs.Ghalah Vakil Abad neighborhood is an inefficient middle and village-based texture in the
12" district of Mashhad, which, despite having an important functional position in the city, has a
significant percentage of unstable buildings, impermeable passages, and small parts. The rule of urban
poverty, including physical and service poverty and the residents’economic poverty, has eliminated
the possibility of spontaneous change in the living environment, whilethe situation of the
neighborhood needs to be improvedand recreated i based on resident’s participation. Considering that
preparation of the neighborhood renewal plan is on the agenda of the relevant local
organizations.Community-oriented regeneration is a suitable method forimproving the
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residents’qualities of life, but first, it is important to identify the variables that play a role in the
people’svoluntary participations. The present study investigated the relationship between social
factors, including "social trust”, "social cohesion and solidarity", "social interactions™, and "sense of
belonging",andwillingness to voluntarily participate in the regeneration of Ghalah VakilAbad
neighborhood. The currentresearch method was descriptive and causal based onStructural Equivalence
Model (SEM). The feeling of belonging, trust in residents, social interactions, trust in government
organizations, trust in people-institution organizations, and cohesion and solidarity respectively had
the greatest roles in the residents’willingness to participate in the community-oriented regeneration
process in this neighborhood. Secondly, according to the residents, the people’ssocial participation
was the basic principle in the success of the neighborhood regeneration measures. Therefore, officials
and planners should try to increase and stimulate the role of each of these variables in the
neighborhood in different ways.

Introduction:

With the passage of time, the concept of urban regeneration, from the idea of physical
transformation to a comprehensive and integrated form of intervention policy,has become the basis of
a multi-sector partnership by considering the city's contextual conditions through context-based
strategies (based on location) and itscontinuous process. Urban regeneration is a complex process
mainly due to the multitude of stakeholders,such as central and local governors, private sector
developers, and local residents, who have involved in the decision-making process, as well as the
communication between them. Establishing a permanent cooperation with the local community,
stimulating and encouraging its activities, creativity, and entrepreneurship and creating favorable
conditions for development of the relations ofits residents are among the effective aspects of social
and economic regeneration programs. Preparation of the renewal plan of Ghalah VakilAbad
neighborhood in District 12 of Mashhad City is on the agenda of local organizations due to its
dilapidated texture. Therefore, since community-oriented regeneration is the main platform for
accelerating improvement of the residents’qualities of life, it is important to identify the variables that
play a role in the people’svoluntary participations.

Materials and methods:

The current descriptive and causal research was carried out by using the Structural Equivalent
Model (SEM) with the help of PLS software. The statistical population included all the households
living in Ghalah VakilAbad and the rule-based sample size was 10times the number of indicators of
the measurement model(70 cases).

Results and discussion:

Among the 6 variables influencing the residents’willingness to participate in Ghalah VakilAbad
neighborhood, the role of the variable of feeling of belonging to the neighborhood was more
prominent than the other variables and had the highest impact on the residents’willingness to
participate.Then, the variables of trust in residents, social interactions, trust in government
organizations, trust in people's organizations, and cohesion and solidarity respectively played the
greatest roles in the residents' willingness to participate in the community-oriented regeneration
process in this neighborhood. Also, according to the residents, the people’ssocial participation was the
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basic principle in the success of the neighborhood regeneration measures.The results werein line with
the findings of ... based on the role of community-oriented participation. To increase the
residents’willingness to participate in the neighborhood, it was necessary to get help from the
people’ssenses of belonging, solidarities and cohesions, trusts, and social interactions.

Conclusion:

Theofficials and planners should try to increase and stimulate the role of each of these variables in
the neighborhood in different ways so that by relying on the residents’participations, a successful
regeneration can be experienced. This study suggests that preparationof each type of urban
regeneration plan or project for this neighborhood should be based on a community-oriented
regeneration approach, in which the design and organization of the people's participation mechanism is
the main principle.

Keywords: Community-Oriented Regeneration, Social Participation, Inefficient Texture, Qhalah
VakilAbad Neighborhood, Structural Equation Model (SEM), PLS Software, Mashhad
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Figure (1) Structural equation model evaluation method
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Table (1) Distribution of respondents' characteristics by gender, literacy and education
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Figure (2) Introduction of the case study
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Figure (3) Interpretive structural model of factors affecting people's willingness to participate in the
regeneration of the ghalah VakilAbad neighborhood in Mashhad
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Figure (4) Coefficients of factor loadings of the structural model of relationships between variables
affecting people's participation in Regeneration of ghalah VVakilAbad neighborhood in Mashhad
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Table (3) Composite reliability values of research variables
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Table (5) Dissrimimant validity table of research variables at construct level with Fornell-Larker criterion
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1. Bootstrapping
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Table (6) Significant coefficients (T) related to research variables
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Table (7) The results of R Squares related to research variables
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Table (8) Quantitative resultsQ2 related to research variables
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Table (9) communality index results
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Table (10) R-square and communality results
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1. Goodness of fit
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