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Abstract

Empowerment approach was proposed in the late 1980s and early 1990s in America and Netherlands,
for renovating the historic old neighborhoods, to improve the quality living in them. In recent
decades, the old central contexts of the cities have been abandoned, also, experiencing multiple
problems as a result of low attention and being neglected. Hidden values in this textures, including
buildings and historic pathways, and their physical special structure, which are the monumentals of
the departed people, and recalling the memories of the city, are worn out or completely destroyed.
Historic districts —due to uncontemporareity and inefficiency for routine life- call for acting
consideration; due to enjoying a historical identification, and so many cultural values. Bazar old
neighborhood is located in central context of Kashan. This research evaluates the effects of social and
physical criteria on the urban neighborhoods' empowerment, with a case study of Bazar neighborhood
in Kashan. This study is descriptive- analytical. The research population is 4633 inhabitants in the
Bazar neighborhood, with a statistics sample of 150 people. The research method was a survey
research, using questionnaires. SPSS and AMOS softwares were used for data processing and
analysis. According to the results, it can be seen that social-physical factors play an important role in
empowering Kashan's Bazar neighborhood. The physical dimension, with a significance level of 0.78,
seemed to be more effective in empowerment, than social factor with a significance level of 0.43. So,
increasing the security, services, living quality, participationand accessability in this neighborhood, is
up to their physical ordering, along with which, the empowerment strategy can be implemented.

Keywords: Empowerment, Physical-social, Historical context, bazar Neighborhood, Kashan.
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